
Is the Bible really reliable? 

How can we be sure that a collection of documents written many 
centuries ago has been faithfully and correctly transmitted to us today? 
We apply the same tests to the biblical documents as we would to any 
other ancient writing.  In 1952, a professor of military history,                            
C. Sanders, set down three tests which can be used for any historical 
writing   (the bibliographic test, the internal test, and the external test).                         
We can examine the Bible with these tests in the same way we                  
would examine other ancient documents. 
 

The Internal Test:  
Do The Writers of the Bible Claim Their Writings Are True? 
In any document, we are justified in discovering what the writer of that 
document says about it. For example, this article is part of the web site 
of Elizabeth Church of Christ. It has been written by someone who is 
part of the Elizabeth Church of Christ. But this article is not the Word              
of God, nor does it claim to be. If there were a copyright statement, 
along the lines of "This article is God's Message to People on Earth", 
you, the reader, would be entitled to investigate. We can do the same 
with the Bible.  Many of the writers of the New Testament were 
eyewitnesses of Jesus. They saw Him, knew all about Him, and in some 
cases, were His followers. And they said as much:  
 
The eyewitness to these things has presented an accurate report.             
He saw it himself, and is telling the truth, so that you also will believe. 
 

From the very first day, we were there, taking it all in - we heard it 
with our own ears, saw it with our own eyes, verified it with our own 
hands. 
 

We were there on the holy mountain with Jesus. We heard the voice 
out of heaven with our very own ears. We couldn't be more sure                  
of what we heard - God's glory, God's voice. 
 
Even when the writers were not eyewitnesses, they showed that their 
writings were not made up from thin air:  
 

So many others have tried their hand at putting together a story of the  
wonderful harvest of Scripture and history that took place among us, 
using reports handed down by the original eyewitnesses who served this 
Word with their very lives. Since I have investigated all the reports                     
in close detail, starting from the story's beginning, I decided to write it 
all out. 
 

And since the New Testament was written between AD 47 and AD 95, 
there was just not enough time for myths and falsehoods about Jesus   
to grow. There were enough eyewitnesses of Jesus to challenge any 
historical errors, or blatant lies. Yet noone did.   The Bible passes                
the internal test! 

Family Matters 

Last weekend, nearly 60 couples from FCF Church went to Hershey, PA 
to join over 1,000 couples from across the country for Family Life’s 
Weekend to Remember Getaway.  From Friday evening to Sunday 
afternoon couples heard some of the country’s leading marriage 
experts dispense marital wisdom based on their years of experience and 
timeless biblical truths.  It is impossible to recap the entire weekend                   
in 300 words, but here are some of the more memorable nuggets                   
of wisdom: 
 
1. The single greatest threat to marriages in America today is isolation.  

Isolation in marriage is manifested many ways, but 83 percent of 
divorces have this as a contributing factor.  The antidote is Oneness. 

2. The total reason for being married is 1) to mirror God’s image, 2)               
to mutually complete your spouse, and 3) to multiply a godly legacy.  
Notice that your personal happiness is not on the list. 

3. Unfortunate world view: Marriage is the only war in which each side 
sleeps with the enemy.  Biblical truth: Your spouse is not your enemy.   

4.  Parents are not responsible for their kids’ happiness.  Nor vice 
versa. 

5. God designed the man to be the head of the family, and the wife                  
to be his helper.  This is not a demotion, ladies.  Your husband needs 
your help and the only other place the Bible uses that word is when 
referring to the Holy Spirit.  You’re in good company. 

6. If a wife is not helping her husband, it may be because he is too 
proud to ask for it.  She is a gift from God; humble yourself and 
receive her as such. 

7. God has a plan for our kids, but it may not be what we think it ought 
to be. 

8. If we abdicate our responsibilities as husbands, we force our wives 
to learn to live without us. 

9. If we abdicate our responsibilities as fathers, we force our children 
to learn life from the streets. 

 
There is so much that can be unpacked from each of the statements 
above.  If you struggle with any one of these, or wonder how to apply it 
in your life, please reach out to the email at the bottom of this page. 

 

 

Stay tuned for more details on both of these events. 
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Is there a purpose? 

WHAT 

Ephesians 3 (11) This was his eternal plan… (1:10) …At the                        
right time he will bring everything together under the authority                 
of Christ—everything in heaven and on earth. (3:14) When I think               
of all this, I fall to my knees and pray to the Father, (15) the                       
Creator of everything in heaven and on earth (NLT)  

Romans 8 (29) From the distant past, His eternal love reached 
into the future. You see, He knew those who would be His one 
day, and He chose them beforehand to be conformed to the 
image of His Son so that Jesus would be the firstborn of a new 
family of believers, all brothers and sisters. (Voice) 

 

WHY  
1 John 4 (8) Whoever does not love does not know God, because 
God is love. 

Psalm 145 (17) The LORD is righteous in all his ways and faithful       
in all he does. (NIV) 

 

HOW 

1 Peter 1 (18) For you know that God paid a ransom to save you… 
(19) It was the precious blood of Christ, the sinless, spotless Lamb 
of God.  (20) God chose him as your ransom long before the 
world began… (21) Through Christ you have come to trust in God. 
(NLT) 

Ephesians 1 (5) He predestined and lovingly planned for us to             
be adopted to Himself as [His own] children through Jesus Christ,             
in accordance with the kind intention and good pleasure of His 
will… (AMP)   2 Timothy 1 (9) …Before the world began, God 
planned that Christ Jesus would show us God’s kindness. (GW) 
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Daily Bible Reading 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

        
is the key to discovering how to apply Scripture 
in your life.   

Meditate on the Scriptures you read each day       
by asking two questions:   
 
 


